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EAST AFRICA AFRICAN EXPEDITION  | 70 Days 

This 70 day African Expedition visits nine countries and countless attractions in East and Southern Africa.   

SOUTH AFRICA: Johannesburg will be the starting point for this epic journey, with a brief stop in Makhado (Louis Trichardt) 

en-route to Botswana.  

BOTSWANA: Renowned for incredible game viewing and conservation, this adventure will visit the pioneering Khama 

Rhino Sanctuary as well as the renowned Elephant Sands reserve.    

ZAMBIA:  Zambia offers impressive wildlife diversity as well as some of the wildest and most remote game areas on the 

continent.   View Victoria Falls from Zambia or take your rest day to visit the Zimbabwe side.  You can expect to enjoy 

excellent game viewing in South & North Luangwa National Parks as well as visiting the site of ‘Africa House’ and the 

Kipisha Hot Springs.   

TANZANIA: Home to many of East Africa’s best attractions this expedition includes visiting: Lake Tanganyika, Lake 

Manyara National Park, Ruaha National Park and the incredible Ngorongoro Crater with its Maasai village.  

RWANDA: As one of the leaders in Eco-Tourism Rwanda is forging a new future for itself after its turbulent past. Often 

referred to as the land of 1,000 hills our expedition includes visits the Akagera National Park and the historical Genocide 

Museum.  

UGANDA: This expedition will explore the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park home to one of the most significant 

mountain gorilla populations in the world (optional excursion), Jinja the source of the White Nile, Murchison Falls, Lake 

Albert as well as Queen Elizabeth National Park, home to over 600 bird species and excellent game viewing.  

KENYA:  In East Africa’s iconic safari destination, our expedition will take us to soda rich Lake Boringa with its vast flocks 

of Flamingo's.  Camping on Mount Kenya and visiting the famed Maasai Mara, home to some of Africa’s largest herds of 

plains game, hopefully see Mt Kilimanjaro from Amboseli National Park.    

MALAWI:  Camp on the shores of Lake Malawi and traverse the highlands of the great rift valley. Visit to Nyika Plateau 

with large herds of Eland and Roan antelope. 

ZIMBABWE:  Game viewing in Mana Pools, one of Africa's most renowned national parks, visit the Matopos (Matobo) 

National Park (Rhodes Grave) and enjoy and two nights house-boating trip on Lake Kariba. 
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Week 1:  Arrive in Johannesburg for a group briefing and collect 4x4’s before setting off for Botswana.  We overnight at Makhado 

(Louis Trichardt) to buy provisions and enjoy a welcome BBQ.  Once in Botswana, we will enjoy two nights at the pioneering 

Khama Rhino Sanctuary as well as a night at the Elephant Sands reserve before crossing into Zambia via the Kazungla ferry 

border post and witnessing the majestic Victoria Falls from Zambia at the Zambezi Waterfront.    

 

 

 



Self Drive Adventures |T: +61 2 4786 0222 | E: info@selfdriveadventures.com | W:  www.selfdriveadventures.com 

EAST AFRICA AFRICAN EXPEDITION  | 70 Days 
 

 

Week 2: This week will focus on exploring Zambia, from the Zambezi waterfront view Victoria Falls from Zambia or take your 

rest day to visit the Zimbabwe side.  Then we will travel to the outskirts of Lusaka, the country's capital, to resupply.  From 

Lusaka we continue north, exploring South Luangwa, Laumbe and North Luangwa National Parks with their prolific wildlife 

and reputation for leopard sightings, before finishing the week at the Kapisha Hotsprings and a visit to the legendary Shiwa 

Ngandu ‘'Africa House".  

Week 3:  From the Kipisha Hotsprings we will continue head north and cross into Tanzania, staying on the southern shores of 

Lake Tanganyika, Africa’s deepest freshwater lake, with additional activities such as scuba diving, snorkeling and canoeing. From 

the south shore, we head 600 km north to Kigoma situated on the Northern banks of Lake Tanganyika where we will resupply 

with an optional day outing to Gombe Stream National Park, one of the few national parks where chimpanzees roam freely and 

where Jane Goodall did much of her pioneering research on chimpanzees. 

Week 4: After exploring Lake Tanganyika our expedition crosses into Rwanda and overnights at the Akagera National Park home 

to the rare Sitatunga and Roan antelope. We then venture onto Kigali, Rwanda’s capital, and visit the historical genocide 

museum. After resupplying, we then head north into Uganda and the Bwindi Impenetrable National park where there is an 

optional excursion to visit the extremely rare mountain gorillas.  After the Bwindi, our route takes us to the Queen Elizabeth 

National Park which boasts over 600 bird species including the rare Shoebill stork, as well as excellent game viewing.   

Week 5:  The expedition continues in Uganda crossing north of the equator and onto the magnificent Lake Albert. From Lake 

Albert, we travel the northernmost point on our voyage, the Murchison Falls National Park, and camp next to the falls before 

starting heading to Jinja, the source of White Nile, for a few days to explore the mighty Nile as well as restock our supplies.   

Week 6:  From the source of the Nile, we leave Uganda crossing into Kenya and overnight in the small town of Kitale en-route to 

the Soda rich Lake Boringa with its amazing Flamingos. Our expedition then takes us to Kenya’s white highlands visiting the 

Ngarendare Forest with its well-hidden blue pools. We then venture up Mount Kenya and camp on Africa’s second highest 

mountain before setting off for Lake Nakuru with its bustling wildlife including Black Rhino. 

Week 7: Departing Lake Nakuru we travel to the iconic Maasai Mara with its prolific plains game and opportunity to witness the 

migration depending on the rainfall cycles.  From the Maasai Mara, we will travel to the outskirts of Nairobi and stay in the suburb 

of Karen, named after Karen Blixen the author of Out of Africa and who's former farmhouse can be visited.  After resupplying in 

Nairobi, we will cross into Tanzania via Amboseli National Park with its views of Kilimanjaro.  Next we overnight in Arusha, the 

halfway point between Cape Town and Cairo.   

Week 8:   From Arusha, the expedition will stay in Karutu and use this as a base for day trips with a wildlife guide to visit the 

scenic Lake Manyara National Park on the edge of the Great Rift Valley and the filming location for the early Tarzan movies, as 

well as the iconic Ngorongoro Crater, a renowned world heritage site and the world's largest intact caldera, teaming with wildlife. 

From Karatu through Dodoma (Tanzania’s Capital) in the centre of the country with an opportunity to resupply and then onto the 

remote Ruaha National Park where we will spend a few days exploring its fascinating landscape and wildlife. From Rauha we will 

overnight at the Old Farm House, a frequent stop on the old Cape to Cairo road, before crossing into Malawi and overnighting on 

the shores of Lake Malawi.    

Week 9:  We then visit Nyika Plateau with its large herds of Eland and Roan antelope.  From Malawi, we cross back into Zambia 

staying on the outskirts of Lusaka and resupplying.  From Lusaka, we cross into Zimbabwe and spend a few days exploring the 

magnificent Mana Pools National Park, rated as one of Africa’s top 5 National Parks.   

Week 10:  The final week of our fantastic expedition.   From Mana Pools, we then venture to the shores of Lake Kariba and leave 

our vehicles to enjoy two nights on the water on our houseboat and experience the lakes numerous Elephants, Crocodiles and 

Hippos.   We travel to Matopos next visiting the grave of Cecil John Rhodes nestled amongst the boulders.  Then we cross back 

into South Africa and overnight at Makhado (Louis Trichardt) with a farewell group BBQ. Then it's onto Johannesburg to 

handover our well-travelled 4x4’s before heading home.  

 

Itinerary subject to change.  
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DATES 
30 Sep - 08 Dec 2019 – SOLD OUT 
24 Sep - 02 Dec 2020  

 
 

PRICES 

2 people per 4x4: USD19,325 per person*  

*Prices assume a minimum of 5 vehicles and 2020 pricing will be available in 
early 2019. 

INCLUDED 
Arrival and departure transfers, vehicle hire (Toyota Landcruiser), driver fees 
for 2 people, wildlife guide at Lake Manyara and Ngorongoro Crater, roof top 
tent, bedding, linen, towels, fridge, water tank, cooking and camping 
equipment, spare tools and tyres, standard vehicle insurance, cross border 
permits for vehicle, two way radio in vehicle, National Park Fees in Botswana, 
Zambia, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya and Zimbabwe (except at Vic 
Falls), 4 nights in guest houses / lodges, 2 nights on a house boat  and 
campsite fees for rest of trip, support vehicle. 

 

EXCLUDED 

Airfares return to Johannesburg, South Africa, fuel (budget approx. USD 
2,300 per vehicle), food other than listed in itinerary (approx. USD1,800 per 
person), cross-border fees/taxes approx. USD1,000 per person, Visa’s for 
Botswana, Zambia, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe (approx. USD510 per person), any vehicle upgrades chosen – due 
to the nature of this trip all vehicles will need to be Toyota Landcruiser’s, 
optional activities (Gorilla tracking approx. USD810, Chimpanzee Boat Trip 
approx. USD250), vehicle excess, local tips, travel insurance (medical 
evacuation insurance highly recommended), vaccinations (if required), any 
other items of a personal nature and local tips. Rental vehicles will incur a 
Carnet Cross Border documentation of approx. USD350 and require a 
security deposit of ZAR40,000 (approx. AUD 4,200). 
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Accommodation:  Mostly camping.  You must have multi-day camping experience to join the 

trip.  Some in organized camp sites with facilities, some bush camping.  We do stay in some 

accommodation on the way and you can upgrade to a lodge at some locations at an additional 

cost. 

In campsites with organized facilities these may be quite basic e.g. “long drop” toilet and bush 

showers which have hot water after the fire gets the water warm.  When we bush camp, we 

have a toilet tent that can be set up.  Each vehicle gets a “magic toilet” a small pop up loo 

that can be used in the tent if needed.    

Vehicles:  Due to the extended nature of this 

adventure and difficult terrain we will be 

covering we have included a Toyota Land 

Cruiser. The standard car as pictured (or 

similar) and upgrades to a “camper” canopy 

will also be available. 

Driving Ability:   The skills required are a 

driver’s license and a good dollop of common 

sense.   Some 4x4 experience would be recommended. 

Terrain:   Due to the extensive nature of this adventure the route follows a number of main 

roads as well as extensive travel off road and on rarely used tracks, trails and in riverbeds.   

Game:   The game is in pockets.  In the national parks it is plentiful and even outside the 

National Parks you will have wonderful game viewing experiences in the wild. 

Food:  Excellent variety!  Plan your own meals and do your own shopping to stock your 

vehicle.  You will have all your own cooking equipment, fridge etc in your vehicle so you can 

be self-sufficient.   

Children:   Not accepted on this adventure. 

Weather/Season:   This expedition takes place during the Spring and pre-rainy season in East 

Africa.   While much of the trip is done in mild climate ranging between 20 to 30 C there will 

be exceptions in with some equatorial areas reaching over 40 C and high altitude locations 

experiencing cold evenings below 10 C  

We have just returned home from 

our 7 weeks with you on our 4WD 

trip through Namibia, Botswana 

and Zimbabwe.  We would like to 

say a big thank you for organising 

and leading a marvellous trip 

which encompassed all we had 

asked for in Southern Africa. From 

the route to the campsites to the 

sights, it was all enthralling. We 

can’t think of anything that stood 

out as a highlight – and that is only 

because everything was special! 

The wildlife of Botswana, the 

landscapes of Namibia and the 

people and sights of Zimbabwe – 

our trip lived up to all expectations. 

A special mention is due for Dave, 

our knowledgeable and patient 

guide, whose presence gave the 

trip an extra dimension.  We have 

both travelled throughout Africa 

before and frequently joined self-

drive expeditions. This self drive 

adventure was outstanding in all 

aspects and we look forward to 

planning another trip with you in 

the future.  Thank you once 

again.  It was an exceptional 

experience!    

Sue & Russ Smith, AWDC 
Sydney Club Members 

 


