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NAMIBIA PHOTOGRAPHY SELF DRIVE ADVENTURE | 20 Days 

Experience Namibia with its incredible scenery, abundant 
wildlife, friendly people and political stability. It has one 
of the smallest populations in the world.... The adventure 
starts and finishes in Windhoek, Namibia's Capital, a 
modern clean city with great shopping... 

Highlights include: Etosha National Park with its massive 
salt pan lined with waterholes attracting abundant game; 
remote river beds through canyons and where game 
roams without fences; spend time with the San Bushmen 
of the Kalahari, the Himba in remote Kaokoland and the 
Damara tribe in Damaraland; vast open plains; the 
amazing prehistoric Welwitchia plants up to 2,000 years 
old; incredible geological landscapes; painted deserts; the 
Skeleton coast; and the highest free standing sand dunes 
in the world.   This tour has been designed with 
photography as a key activity.   

Laura L. Gingerich will be your photography escort and teacher.    
Laura is an award-winning photojournalist specializing in relief 
and disaster assistance worldwide. She is known for “having an 
eye for beauty in the midst of chaos” from her work in 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Haiti, Pakistan, West Bank and 
India.   When Laura is not on assignment, she loves sharing her 
knowledge by leading photography workshops that inspire and 
motivate beginners to advanced level enthusiasts all over the 
globe.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Find us on TripAdvisor to see Self Drive 
Adventures reviews online. 
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Daily Itinerary 
D1:  Arrive Windhoek, Namibia’s Capital, and transfer to accommodation.  

Evening briefing and welcome dinner. D included (Guest House 
Accommodation) 

D2:  Pick up 4x4’s, buy provisions and pack you 4x4. B & D included, L at own 
cost (Guest House Accommodation) 

D3: Easy drive on good tar roads to our camp in the Waterberg Plateau – 
afternoon game drive in search of Rhino.  B included (Campsite with 
amenities) 

D4: Drive to the Kalahari to visit with the San Bushmen and camp in their 
community campsite.  No meals included (Campsite with long drop toilet 
and bucket shower) 

D5: In the morning we spend some more time with the San before heading 
onto the border of Etosha National Park.  No meals included (Campsite 
with amenities) 

D6: Day to explore the eastern side of Etosha National Park.  Game includes, Lion, 
Cheetah, Leopard, Rhino, Elephant, Oryx, Zebra, Giraffe, Springbok, numerous bird 
varieties.  No meals included (Campsite with amenities) 

D7: Day to explore from the east of the park to our camp next to Okaukuejo’s 
waterhole.   As you explore across the park you can drive out onto the salt pan.  In 
the evenings there is a soft light on the waterhole and the area is fenced so you can 
photograph the game coming in and out all night.  No meals included (Campsite 
with amenities).   

D8: Etosha—relax by the waterhole where you can watch game moving in and out, 
relax by the pool and read a book, edit your photos or explore more tracks.  No 
meals included (Campsite with amenities).   

 

D9: Drive through the western side of Etosha to Palmwag with its signature Palm 
trees that guard the desert and complement the beautiful sunset.  No meals 
included (Campsite with amenities).   

D10: A short drive to Ongongo Waterfall Campsite.  Afternoon Himba tribe visit. No 
meals included (Campsite with amenities) 
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D11: Morning tour of the dry river bed of the Hoanib.  Here desert 
adapted elephant and other game roam without fences in a 
spectacular desert environment. No meals included (Campsite 
with amenities)  

 

D12: Mix with the Damara tribe near Twyfelfontein also known for its ancient rock art.  
No meals included (Campsite with amenities).   

D13:  After exploring the rock art we will drive to the Valley of Desolation.  Tonight we 
can test our star trail photography skills in the darkness of the desert.  No meals 
included (Bush campsite with no amenities) 

D14: Slow rugged tracks through parts of Namibia only seen by those prepared to self 
drive.  Chance to see black Rhino – keep your eyes open!  No meals included (Bush 
campsite with no amenities) 

 
D15: A day of incredible geological and desert scenery as we head west to the coast.  Today you’ll meet the ocean 

on the Skeleton coast and arrive at the quaint German town of Swakopmund by the sea. You can enjoy the 
sunset at a bar on the beach.   No meals included (Guest House)  
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D16:  Optional activities today or relax in town.  Optional quad bike nature tour in the dunes or flight over the desert. 
B included (Guest House).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D17:  Cross the tropic of Capricorn on the way to Sossusvlei—home of the world’s largest free-standing sand dunes.  
Drive into the dunes for sunset.  B included (Campsite with amenities) 

 

 

 

 

D18:  Up early for a spectacular sunrise in the dunes.  Return to camp to relax or edit photos and optional return to 
the dunes for sunset or visit to the Sesriem Canyon.  No meals included (Campsite with amenities)  

 
D19:  Travel back to Windhoek and drop off the 4x4s, pack up and enjoy a farewell dinner.  D included (Guest House)  

D20:  Transfer to the airport and depart for home. B included 

 

Please Note: Itinerary Subject to Change  

 
Please Read the “In the Know” section at the end of this 

itinerary for important information about this adventure.  
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Exploratory Nature of this Photographic Adventure: 
Please note this is our first photography tour, as such it is classified as an “exploratory” adventure.   

As such, although the route and activities have been carefully planned, participants need to be flexible on a day to day 
basis.  Please expect that there may be changes and perhaps unexpected issues that arise. 

Dates:   

11 - 30 May, 2020 

 

Inclusions: 

Arrival and departure transfers, vehicle hire (Hi-lux Dual Cab 
Automatic 4x4 or similar equipped with fridge, water tank, 
cooking and camping equipment), paper map, wildlife guide 
book, roof top tent or ground tent, bedding, linen, towels, 
spare tyre, vehicle insurance (standard), two-way radio in 
vehicle, village visits as per itinerary, National Park entry fees at 
Etosha & Sossusvlei, firewood, camping (14 nights) and guest 
houses/hotels (5 nights), meals as per itinerary, escort 
photographer Laura Gingerich, support vehicle escort and staff. 

Prices: 

2 people per 4x4:   

USD7,200*per person reduced to USD6,700* per person 
exploratory price 
AUD10,150* per person reduced to AUD9,435* per 
person exploratory price 

 
3rd or 4th person in the 4x4:  

USD5,650* per person reduced to USD5,150* per person 
exploratory price 

AUD8,100* per person reduced to AUD7,385* per 
person exploratory price 

 

*Prices assume a minimum of 5 vehicles (plus support 
vehicles) and 10 people (plus support staff), maximum of 
7 vehicles (plus support vehicles) and 14 people (plus 
support staff).  2020 pricing is estimated only and will be 
confirmed in early 2019.   Prices are subject to exchange 
rate fluctuations – please see terms and conditions for all 
booking conditions. 
 

Payment is by direct deposit to USD or AUD accounts or 
via credit card (Visa/Mastercard only).  Credit card 
payments will be charged in Australian dollars at the 
current rate of exchange to the USD on the day of 
payment. 

Exclusions: 

Airfares return to Windhoek, Namibia, Fuel (approx. 
USD486/AUD700 per car), food other than listed in itinerary 
(approx. budget USD300/AUD425 per person), any 
accommodation upgrades or optional activities chosen, any 
vehicle upgrades chosen, vehicle excess, beverages and alcohol 
(wine is approx. USD7-10 per bottle, case of beer approx. 
USD20-30), local tips, travel insurance (medical evacuation 
insurance highly recommended), visas (if required), 
vaccinations (if required), any other items of a personal nature 
and local tips. 

 

See optional upgrade information for prices on additional 
accommodation and optional activities. 

 

Car excess and car rental terms and conditions will be supplied 
separately. 

 

Flights: 
Please do not book flights until you have been advised that we have received deposits from the minimum number of 

participants for this photographic adventure.   

Flights need to be arranged to arrive in Windhoek (capital of Namibia) by lunch time on day 1 so that you are present for 
the briefing at 5pm.  Otherwise please arrive 1 day prior.  We can assist with booking additional nights of pre and post tour 
accommodation (see optional upgrades information for pricing).  You can fly out anytime on day 20, but we recommend 
that you try to book a flight that leaves after 11/11.30am so you have time for breakfast before the 45 minute transfer to 
the airport. 
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In the Know: Namibia 
This “In the Know” fact sheet provides you important information about traveling in Namibia prior to booking this 
adventure.  As always, if you have any other questions about joining this adventure, please don’t hesitate to contact our 
knowledgeable team.  If you’d like to speak with another traveller about this adventure, we can put you in touch with 
other guests that have travelled this route (or a very similar one). 
Gallery: This is a general gallery on Namibia, this itinerary may not go to all destinations pictured but this will give you a good idea 
of what to expect. https://www.selfdriveadventures.com/gallery-nam  

Mindset: The mindset required on this adventure is one of patience and flexibility and don’t expect a luxury holiday.  You need to 
understand that travelling in a developing country does not always go smoothly, no matter how well planned.  Things may not 
happen as quickly as you’d like but it’s all part of the adventure and your Self Drive Adventure’s escort will do their utmost to smooth 
out any hiccups during the journey.  Please note this is our first photography tour, as such it is classified as an “exploratory” 
adventure.   As such, although the route and activities have been carefully planned, participants need to be flexible on a day to day 
basis.  Please expect that there may be changes and perhaps unexpected issues that arise. 

Vehicle:  The standard vehicle is a fully camping equipped 
Toyota Hi-Lux double cab automatic.  We reserve the right to 
change the vehicle if supply conditions in Africa change.  If there 
are 3-4 people who would like to travel together a different tent 
configuration will be required.  

Driving Conditions:  You drive on the left-hand side of the road 
(right hand drive 4x4).  In and around Windhoek, Swakopmund 
and Walvis Bay the traffic will be busy, but once out of town the 
roads are not generally busy.  We will drive on tar roads, dirt 
roads, very rough rocky and sandy 4x4 tracks.   There could be 
some water crossings.  Expect dust, sand and rough conditions 
to be normal on this adventure.   There are some long days when 
we need to get between interesting destinations, but we have 
planned the itinerary with photography in mind, with many 2-
night stops.   

Driving Ability:   The skills required are a driver’s license and a good dollop of common sense. Some 4x4 or dirt/gravel road 
experience would be recommended.  
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Accommodation and Campsites:   This is not a 5-star holiday.  It is an adventure.  Mostly camping.  You must have multi-day camping 
experience to join the trip.  Some in organized camp sites with facilities, some bush camping.  We do stay in some guest houses on 
the way and you can upgrade to a lodge at some locations at an additional cost.  In campsites with organized facilities these may be 
quite basic e.g. bush showers which have hot water after the fire gets the water warm, but they usually have flushing toilets.  When 
we bush camp we have a toilet tent that can be set up.  Each vehicle gets a “magic toilet” a small pop up loo that can be used in the 
tent if needed.  

Game:   The game is in pockets.  In the National Parks it is plentiful and even outside the National Parks you will have wonderful 
game viewing experiences in the wild. 

Convoy Size: The minimum number of 4x4s in our convoy is 5 and the maximum is 7.  This excludes support vehicles.  Most vehicles 
tend to have just two guests, however, up to four can be accommodated.  The convoy does travel together for the vast majority of 
the journey, so you need to be willing to be flexible to fit in with the determined start time each day, stops for breaks etc.  We try 
to allow breaks for photos, toilet stops, sightseeing, lunch, morning and afternoon tea but road conditions and travel time for the 
day may affect how long or how many of these we may have. 

Escort & Local Guiding: On this adventure you will be joined by a Self Drive Adventures English speaking escort as well as a Laura 
Gingerich as your photography coach and escort.  The decision of the Self Drive Adventure’s escort is final on all matters likely to 
affect the safety or well-being of any person participating in the trip. 

Food:  See the itinerary inclusions for meals that are included.  In general, the food is excellent in quality and variety. Plan your own 
meals and do your own shopping to stock your vehicle.  You will have all your own cooking equipment, fridge etc in your vehicle so 
you can be self-sufficient.    There are many occasions where you can dine out in campsite/lodge restaurants too.  We will provide 
information on where you can shop, how long it is between shops and what kind of products you can expect to buy.   

Amenities and Toilet Breaks:  When in accommodation you will have private bathroom facilities.  Camping will mostly have shared 
amenities blocks but we will have a couple of nights of “bush camping” where, other than us setting up a long drop toilet” there will 
be no facilities.  We will stop for toilet breaks and many of these will be a “bush toilet” stop where there may be cover of trees or 
bushes for privacy.  Sometimes in the desert the vehicles will need to spread out for privacy as no cover may be available.  You need 
to be comfortable “doing your business” in the wild on this adventure. 

Activity Level:  We do recommend a good level of fitness to endure some of the rough tracks and the fact that you are camping.  
This trip is not otherwise physically demanding as any walking required is usually a short distance and mainly on relatively flat 
ground.   

Weather/Season:   This is Winter in Namibia—it will range from cool to cold at night, 40-50F / 5-10C and from 70-95F /20-35C during 
the day depending on the location.  It would be highly unlikely to encounter rain during the trip – it is the dry season. 

Flights: Before booking flights and other arrangements it is your responsibility to confirm with us that we have the minimum number 
of cars required for this adventure to depart. 

Prices: Please review the inclusions and exclusions section of the itinerary.  Here we have provided our best estimates for additional 
known costs over and above the inclusions of the adventure.     

Risks & Health:  Namibia is a developing country.  Developing countries can experience problems which may include but are not 
limited to, political upheaval, lack of supplies (including fuel and spare parts), poor medical services, poor road conditions, poor 
police services, as well as drought, floods and unusual weather conditions.  We cannot be held responsible if the internal 
infrastructure of the country being visited causes adverse effects.  By participating you acknowledge that the nature of the trip is 
adventurous, and participation involves a degree of personal risk.   Health facilities in Namibia are not on par with what may be 
expected in western countries.  We will be very remote and at least a day’s drive from the closest town on many occasions.  Malaria, 
Rabies and other health risks exist in Namibia.  You should discuss the risks with your doctor before agreeing to join this trip.   

ADVENTURE THAT TICKED EVERY BOX: We have travelled to many interesting places in the world but nothing has ever compared 
with our holiday with “Self Drive Adventures”. We love 4x4 driving, we love camping, we love having adventures in the outdoors 
and that’s exactly what our holiday offered. The added bonus was the fact that we saw animals by the hundreds, visited villages 
and schools as well as having the opportunity to meet and mix with the locals. It ticked every box. Linda and Mike organised 
everything with professionalism, nothing was ever any trouble and their knowledge of the country was outstanding. We would 
highly recommend an African “Self Drive Adventure” as your next holiday destination, you won’t be disappointed.   
Liz & Bob Rosevear, Sydney Australia 


